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In	act	2,	Romeo	looks	for	Juliet,	finds	her	on	the	balcony,	and	plans	to	get	married	as	soon	as	possible,	even	with	their	families	history.	He	then	goes	to	Friar	to	arrange	a	marriage	and	Friar	agrees	because	he	thinks	it	will	resolve	the	families’	problems.	Romeo	tells	the	Nurse	about	the	plans	and	she	eventually	tells	Juliet.	Romeo	and	Juliet	meet	at
Friar's	cell	and	get	married.	In	all	of	Act	2	there	are	3	literary	elements	that	stuck	out	to	me.	In	Act	2	Scene	2,	Juliet	says	“It	is	too	rash,	too	unadvised,	too	sudden,	too	like	the	lightning,	which	doth	cease	to	be”.	What	she	is	saying	is	a	smile	and	a	foreshadowing	of	her	future.	It’s	a	simile	because	she	compares	her	sudden	love	for	Romeo	to	lightning,
which	is	also	sudden.	It's	also	foreshadowing	Within	the	context	of	a	play,	foreshadowing	is	a	dramatic	technique	that	is	meant	to	stimulate	the	audience’s	interest.	Often	incorporated	at	the	beginning	of	a	particular	act	or	scene,	foreshadowing	provides	certain	hints	about	specific	events	that	subsequently	emerge	later	thereby	fostering	the
audience’s	expectations	about	upcoming	events.	In	the	Shakespearean	tragedy	of	“Romeo	and	Juliet”,	foreshadowing	is	created	through	certain	poignant	dialogues	and	events	that	provide	clues	about	the	tragic	events	that	occur	later.	Some	of	the	most	significant	moments	of	foreshadowing	are	discussed	below:Foreshadowing	in	“Romeo	and
Juliet”Example	#1“A	pair	of	star-crossed	lovers	take	their	life;”(Prologue	6)The	prologue,	prior	to	the	beginning	of	the	first	act,	explicitly	foreshadows	important	events	of	the	play.	For	instance,	the	ill-fated	double	suicide	of	the	young	lovers	is	predicted	by	the	chorus	in	the	prologue.	Moreover,	the	term	“star-crossed”	used	by	the	chorus	provides	a
subtle	hint	to	the	role	fate	will	play	to	contribute	to	the	deaths	of	Romeo	and	Juliet.	In	terms	of	dramatic	impact,	this	particular	foreshadowing	of	the	lovers’	deaths	during	the	chorus	simultaneously	elicits	profound	sympathy	and	engagement	from	audiences.Example	#2“Doth	with	their	death	bury	their	parents’	strife.”(Prologue	8)The	prologue	is
replete	with	numerous	predictions.	One	such	tragic	prediction	made	by	the	chorus	is	that	the	double	suicide	of	Romeo	and	Juliet	would	eventually	bring	an	end	to	their	families’	feud.	In	other	words,	early	on	in	the	play,	the	audience	realizes	that	the	animosity	between	the	Capulets	and	the	Montagues	will	only	be	buried	when	they	gaze	at	their
children’s	corpses.	This	significant	foreshadowing	magnifies	the	suspense	underlying	the	play	thereby	leaving	the	audience	eager	about	witnessing	the	upcoming	feud	between	the	families	and	the	tragic	end.Example	#3“I	fear	too	early,	for	my	mind	misgivesSome	consequence	yet	hanging	in	the	starsShall	bitterly	begin	his	fearful	dateWith	this
night’s	revels,	and	expire	the	termOf	a	despisèd	life	closed	in	my	breastBy	some	vile	forfeit	of	untimely	death.”(I.iv.	113-118)One	of	the	most	integral	foreshadowing	moments	occurs	in	Act	1	in	the	scene	where	Romeo	expresses	his	hesitation	about	going	to	the	Capulet	ball	and	highlights	his	unsettling	premonition	as	the	reason	for	his	reluctance.	In
response	to	his	friends’	insistence,	Romeo	states	that	he	feels	as	if	the	Capulet	ball	will	somehow	result	in	his	untimely	demise.	This	foreboding	later	proves	to	be	true	as	Romeo’s	fatalistic	encounter	with	Juliet	unleashes	a	chain	of	events	that	later	contribute	to	his	suicide.Example	#4“I	will	withdraw,	but	this	intrusion	shall,Now	seeming	sweet,
convert	to	bitt’rest	gall.”(I.v.	102-103)After	his	initial	confrontation	with	Romeo	at	the	Capulet	ball,	Tybalt	foreshadows	that	his	seemingly	harmless	encounter	with	Romeo	will	inadvertently	magnify	into	violent	animosity.	The	vengeful	fight	between	Tybalt	and	Romeo	that	results	in	the	former’s	death	serves	as	a	testament	to	the	authenticity
underlying	Tybalt’s	premonition.Example	#5“My	life	were	better	ended	by	their	hateThan	death	prolonged,	wanting	of	thy	love.”(II.ii.	82-83)One	of	the	most	quintessential	foreshadowing	moments	in	the	play	occurs	during	the	balcony	scene	where	Romeo	refuses	to	be	intimidated	by	Juliet’s	parents.	He	states	that	he	would	prefer	an	unanticipated
death	to	a	life	bereft	of	Juliet’s	companionship.	This	passionate	admission	of	Romeo,	later	on,	proves	to	be	true	during	the	tomb	scene	when	after	mistakenly	perceiving	Juliet	as	dead,	Romeo	opts	for	self-destruction	and	succumbs	to	an	untimely	death.	Thus,	without	being	aware	of	it,	Romeo	foreshadows	his	own	death.Example	#6“Then	love-
devouring	death	do	what	he	dare,It	is	enough	I	may	but	call	her	mine.”(II.vi.	7-8)Another	significant	moment	of	foreboding	in	the	play	occurs	when	Romeo	simultaneously	invokes	and	defies	death	in	the	midst	of	his	conversation	with	Friar	Lawrence.	Romeo	passionately	exclaims	that	if	his	marriage	to	Juliet	would	result	in	his	death,	he	would	still
unflinchingly	opt	for	the	marriage,	since	he	fervently	believes	that	death	is	a	small	price	compared	to	the	agonizing	separation	from	his	beloved.	Although	stated	hypothetically,	this	assertion	of	Romeo	later	proves	to	be	true	as	he	eventually	opts	for	death	in	order	to	ensure	his	everlasting	union	with	his	beloved	Juliet.Example	#7“So	smile	the	heavens
upon	this	holy	actThat	after-hours	with	sorrow	chide	us	not.”(II.vi.	1-2)The	tragic	deaths	of	Lady	Montague,	Paris,	Romeo	and	Juliet	are	foreshadowed	by	Friar	Lawrence	moments	prior	to	his	presiding	over	the	secret	marriage	of	Romeo	and	Juliet.	Feeling	a	little	apprehensive,	Friar	Lawrence	expresses	his	wish	and	prays	that	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	holy
marriage	may	not	result	in	anything	unfortunate.	However,	Friar	Lawrence’s	apprehensions	serve	as	a	foreshadow	to	all	the	tragic	events	that	unfold	after	that.	It	contributes	to	Juliet’s	failed	plan,	Romeo’s	misunderstanding	of	the	plan,	Paris’	murder,	and	Lady	Montague’s	agony	and	subsequent	suicides.Example	#8“Wisely	and	slow.	They	stumble
that	run	fast.”(II.iv.	101)Another	ominous	prediction	made	by	Friar	Lawrence	is	his	subtle	hint	at	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	death.	While	advising	Romeo	and	Juliet	about	the	significance	of	exercising	moderation	and	keeping	their	passion	in	check,	Friar	Lawrence	warns	the	young	lovers	that	passionate,	impulsive	actions	lead	to	violent	and	unfortunate	ends.
Unfortunately,	this	prediction	by	Friar	Lawrence	proves	to	be	true,	as	the	urgent	marriage	of	the	lovers	contributes	to	their	violent,	self-imposed	deaths.Example	#9“O	God,	I	have	an	ill-divining	soul!Methinks	I	see	thee,	now	thou	art	so	low,As	one	dead	in	the	bottom	of	a	tomb.”(III.v.	54-56)Another	harrowing	instance	of	foreshadowing	in	the	play
occurs	during	the	scene	where	Juliet	bids	farewell	to	Romeo	after	their	first	night	together	as	a	married	couple.	Feeling	incredibly	ill-at-ease,	Juliet	has	an	inkling	that	something	horrific	will	happen	to	Romeo	and	that	it	might	be	the	last	time	she	is	seeing	him	alive.	Her	fears	prove	to	be	true	beyond	the	shadow	of	a	doubt	as	she	and	Romeo	are
estranged	soon	afterward.	The	only	time	Juliet	sees	Romeo	again	is	in	the	tomb	after	he	has	poisoned	himself	and	is	lying	dead	next	to	her.Example	#10“Delay	this	marriage	for	a	month,	a	week,Or,	if	you	do	not,	make	the	bridal	bedIn	that	dim	monument	where	Tybalt	lies.”(III.v.	211-213)Juliet	makes	another	significant	premonition	in	the	scene	where
she	pleads	with	her	mother,	Lady	Capulet,	not	to	force	her	to	marry	Count	Paris.	Juliet	warns	her	mother	that	if	she	is	married	against	her	will,	her	resting	bed	will	be	the	same	tomb	where	Tybalt	lies	buried.	Although	Juliet	uses	this	warning	to	dissuade	her	parents	from	forcefully	marrying	her	to	Paris,	her	prediction	proves	true	since	a	few	scenes
later,	she	lies	dead	in	the	Capulets’	tomb	next	to	the	deceased	Tybalt.	A	primary	example	of	foreshadowing	in	William	Shakespeare’s	play	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	occurs	in	Act	1,	Scene	2,	when	Benvolio	tells	Romeo,	“Take	thou	some	new	infection	to	thy	eye,	And	the	rank	poison	of	the	old	will	die.”	Romeo,	encouraged	by	Benvolio,	soon	forgets	about	his
old	flame	Rosaline	when	he	first	lays	eyes	on	Juliet.In	literature,	foreshadowing	is	a	technique	that	forewarns	the	readers	of	what	lies	ahead.	Shakespeare	employs	this	literary	tool	throughout	his	tragedy	“Romeo	and	Juliet.”	In	Act	2,	Scene	5,	Friar	Laurence	advises	the	lovers	to	be	cautious	in	love,	“These	violent	delights	have	violent	ends	…
Therefore	love	moderately.”	The	tragic	death	of	the	two	lovers	is	also	foreshadowed	by	Romeo’s	suicidal	notions	and	Juliet’s	recurring	morbid	thoughts	which	she	expresses	in	Act	1,	Scene	5,	saying,	“My	grave	is	like	to	be	my	wedding	bed.”	MORE	FROM	REFERENCE.COM	In	act	2,	Romeo	looks	for	Juliet,	finds	her	on	the	balcony,	and	plans	to	get
married	as	soon	as	possible,	even	with	their	families	history.	He	then	goes	to	Friar	to	arrange	a	marriage	and	Friar	agrees	because	he	thinks	it	will	resolve	the	families’	problems.	Romeo	tells	the	Nurse	about	the	plans	and	she	eventually	tells	Juliet.	Romeo	and	Juliet	meet	at	Friar's	cell	and	get	married.	In	all	of	Act	2	there	are	3	literary	elements	that
stuck	out	to	me.	In	Act	2	Scene	2,	Juliet	says	“It	is	too	rash,	too	unadvised,	too	sudden,	too	like	the	lightning,	which	doth	cease	to	be”.	What	she	is	saying	is	a	smile	and	a	foreshadowing	of	her	future.	It’s	a	simile	because	she	compares	her	sudden	love	for	Romeo	to	lightning,	which	is	also	sudden.	It's	also	foreshadowing	In	the	world	of	Shakespeare’s
Romeo	and	Juliet,	foreshadowing	in	Act	2	plays	a	crucial	role	in	building	tension	and	hinting	at	the	tragedy	to	come.	Have	you	ever	noticed	how	certain	lines	seem	to	whisper	secrets	about	the	fate	of	our	star-crossed	lovers?	This	act	is	rich	with	subtle	clues	that	deepen	your	understanding	of	their	doomed	romance.In	Act	2,	foreshadowing	plays	a
crucial	role	in	highlighting	the	tragic	elements	of	Romeo	and	Juliet.	Key	moments	hint	at	the	characters’	dire	futures.Romeo’s	reliance	on	fate:	Early	in	the	act,	Romeo	expresses	a	sense	of	foreboding.	He	says,	“I	am	no	pilot;	yet,	wilt	thou	not	drown.”	This	line	suggests	his	awareness	of	impending	doom.Juliet’s	prophetic	words:	Juliet	states,	“My	grave
is	like	to	be	my	wedding	bed.”	Here,	she	foreshadows	her	own	death	intertwined	with	love.The	theme	of	light	and	dark:	Romeo	often	contrasts	light	with	darkness.	His	reference	to	Juliet	as	the	sun	implies	that	their	relationship	shines	brightly	but	also	hints	at	its	eventual	extinguishment.These	examples	emphasize	how	Shakespeare	uses
foreshadowing	to	enhance	tension	and	deepen	your	understanding	of	the	play’s	tragic	trajectory.Foreshadowing	in	Act	2	of	“Romeo	and	Juliet”	reveals	the	tragic	fate	awaiting	the	characters.	Various	moments	throughout	this	act	hint	at	their	ill-fated	love,	creating	a	sense	of	inevitability.In	the	balcony	scene,	Romeo	and	Juliet	express	their	deep
feelings	for	each	other.	However,	Romeo’s	line	“I	am	no	pilot;	yet,	wilt	thou	not	drown”	highlights	his	awareness	of	potential	dangers.	This	metaphor	suggests	that	he	senses	an	impending	disaster	in	their	relationship.	Furthermore,	Juliet’s	declaration	“My	grave	is	like	to	be	my	wedding	bed”	serves	as	a	poignant	reminder	of	her	fate.	This	stark
statement	foreshadows	the	intertwining	of	love	and	death	that	defines	their	story.Mercutio’s	Queen	Mab	speech	injects	humor	but	carries	darker	implications.	He	describes	dreams	influenced	by	Queen	Mab,	suggesting	they	reflect	personal	desires	and	fears.	This	speech	implies	that	dreams	may	lead	to	unfortunate	events.	When	Mercutio	states,	“If
love	be	rough	with	you,	be	rough	with	love,”	he	hints	at	the	turbulence	associated	with	passion.	Thus,	it	becomes	clear	that	romantic	pursuits	can	lead	to	unforeseen	consequences.Foreshadowing	plays	a	crucial	role	in	Act	2	of	“Romeo	and	Juliet,”	revealing	the	themes	that	shape	the	narrative.	Key	moments	hint	at	the	fate	awaiting	the	characters,
intertwining	their	love	with	tragedy.Fate’s	influence	permeates	Romeo	and	Juliet’s	relationship.	In	Act	2,	lines	indicate	how	destiny	governs	their	lives.	For	instance,	Romeo’s	comment,	“I	am	fortune’s	fool,”	suggests	he	perceives	himself	as	a	pawn	in	fate’s	game.	Conversely,	Juliet’s	declaration	about	her	love	for	Romeo	emphasizes	her	agency:	“My
only	love	sprung	from	my	only	hate.”	This	duality	illustrates	the	constant	struggle	between	external	forces	and	personal	choices.The	interplay	of	love	and	violence	is	evident	throughout	Act	2.	During	the	balcony	scene,	both	lovers	acknowledge	the	dangers	surrounding	their	affection.	Romeo	states	that	his	love	could	lead	to	death:	“These	violent
delights	have	violent	ends.”	Furthermore,	Mercutio’s	jesting	about	Tybalt	reveals	how	quickly	love	can	turn	into	conflict.	When	he	says,	“If	love	be	rough	with	you,	be	rough	with	love,”	it	underscores	how	passion	often	invites	perilous	outcomes.Foreshadowing	significantly	shapes	character	development	in	Act	2	of	“Romeo	and	Juliet.”	By	hinting	at
future	events,	it	deepens	your	understanding	of	the	characters’	motivations	and	transformations.Romeo’s	increasing	awareness	of	fate	highlights	his	transformation	throughout	Act	2.	Initially,	he	revels	in	love’s	bliss	but	becomes	increasingly	aware	of	danger.	His	line,	“I	am	fortune’s	fool,”	reveals	a	shift	from	carefree	romance	to	recognition	of	his
precarious	situation.	This	realization	marks	a	critical	change	in	his	character.	As	he	grapples	with	foreboding	feelings,	you	see	him	evolve	from	an	impulsive	lover	to	someone	contemplating	the	consequences	of	their	decisions.Juliet	undergoes	a	profound	awakening	as	she	embraces	her	love	for	Romeo	despite	the	risks.	Her	prophetic	statement	about
her	wedding	bed	being	her	grave	illustrates	this	evolution.	Here,	she	acknowledges	the	potential	for	tragedy	intertwined	with	love.	Furthermore,	when	she	says,	“My	only	love	sprung	from	my	only	hate,”	it	signifies	her	internal	conflict	between	family	loyalty	and	romantic	desire.	This	duality	enhances	her	depth	as	a	character.	With	each	revelation,
you	witness	Juliet	transforming	into	a	determined	individual	willing	to	defy	societal	expectations	for	true	love.	Mercutio	often	jibes	Romeo	for	his	obsession	with	Rosaline,	as	in	this	moment	from	Act	2,	Scene	4,	which	simultaneously	functions	as	dramatic	irony	and	foreshadowing:	Alas,	poor	Romeo,	he	is	already	dead,	stabbed	with	a	white	wench’s
black	eye,	run	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song,	the	very	pin	of	his	heart	cleft	with	the	blind	bow-boy’s	butt	shaft.	Mercutio's	joke	demonstrates	his	skepticism	about	Romeo's	interest	in	Rosaline.	He	is	the	only	one	of	Romeo's	kinsmen	to	recognize	that	Romeo's	love	for	Rosaline	may	be	fundamentally	superficial	and	self-indulgent.	In	Mercutio's
opinion,	Romeo	is	not	actually	in	love	with	Rosaline;	in	fact,	he	hardly	knows	her	at	all.	Rather,	he	is	love	with	the	idea	of	loving	someone.	Romeo,	to	Mercutio,	is	merely	"run	through	the	ear	with	a	love-song,"	which	has	led	him	to	believe	that	he	is	attracted	to	Rosaline	(despite	being	unattractive,	as	Mercutio	suggests:	he	describes	her	as	a	"white
wench"	with	a	"black	eye").			However,	Mercutio	doesn't	realize	that	Romeo	is	now	in	love	with	Juliet,	not	Rosaline,	and	that	the	love	he	is	experiencing	for	Juliet	is	genuine.	This	is	an	example	of	dramatic	irony,	since	the	audience	is	aware	of	Romeo's	new	obsession,	having	observed	his	interactions	with	Juliet	in	the	previous	scenes.	Mercutio's	joke
has	a	ring	of	truth	to	it,	but	it	also	indicates	a	clear	conflict	in	the	play:	Mercutio	scorns	romance	while	Romeo	is	irrevocably	drawn	to	it.	Although	Mercutio	never	learns	about	Romeo	and	Juliet's	relationship,	he	suspects	that	Romeo	may	have	had	sex	with	another	woman	after	the	Capulets'	ball.	("That’s	as	much	as	to	say	such	a	case	as	yours
constrains	a	man	to	bow	in	the	hams,"	he	says	to	Romeo	later	in	this	scene,	using	a	euphemism	for	sex.)	Mercutio	seems	to	perceive	Romeo's	interest	in	women	as	a	betrayal	of	his	bonds	with	other	men.	In	Mercutio's	view,	romantic	love	for	women	weakens	men,	though	Romeo's	love	for	Juliet	actually	seems	to	revitalize	him.		Moreover,	by	joking	that
Romeo	has	"died"	for	love,	Mercutio	is	unwittingly	prefiguring	Romeo's	death,	which	will	indeed	result	from	his	love	for	a	woman.	To	Mercutio,	a	lovesick	Romeo	is	as	good	as	dead,	since	he	appears	to	have	chosen	love	over	male	friendship.	This	assumption	indicates	Mercutio's	cynicism	about	the	value	of	romantic	love,	a	belief	that	Shakespeare
subtly	undermines	throughout	the	play:	though	Romeo	will	die	for	love,	his	sacrifice	will	be	a	noble	one.		Unlock	with	LitCharts	A+


